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popular in Gaul, reached Rome without leaving a trace in Greece
proper: an inscription at Athens, probably of the fourth century,
speaks of the taurobdium as having been celebrated for the first
time1.
Taurobolic inscriptions show that Rome was thought of as
the centre of the cult. One records the transference of the rite
from Rome to Lyons; others indicate that local authority belonged
to the archigallus^ who in the romanized cult need not be a eunuch
or a Phrygian by race: he might be consulted by a neighbouring
town which had no such dignitary, and had high standing as an
inspired person. There were also priests (one or more) elected by
the decurtones: we have a record of the quindecimviral permission
to one at Cumae in 289 to wear his priestly insignia within the
territory of the town2. Further, there were priestesses, sometimes
called ministrae^ and confraternities, the cannophori and dcndro-
phori (see above, p. 423).
Attis receives not a few other dedications, in some of which he
is identified with Men, another god from Asia Minor, in the form
Attidi Menotyrannfi. Asia Minor gave also the war goddess Ma,
identified with Bellona, an old Roman goddess of whom we know
little. Her cult is said to have been brought back by Sulla's
soldiers. It was distinguished by the alien ministrations of her
priests, called/Mtfda, who cut themselves with knives and worked
themselves into frenzies, in which they prophesied. As a rule,
apparently they attracted alms rather than devout attention, but
we find at Mainz a cult-society devoted to the honour of the
Goddess4, In general Cybele and Attis were the predominant
divinities from Asia Minor.
We have seen how Isis and Sarapis gradually won official
sanction* From Flavian times onwards they were, in spite of
occasional expressions of contempt, safely entrenched in the exotic
dignity of their temples. These, like the other temples of the Near
East itself^ were elaborate complexes of buildings fitted for the
permanent habitation of a professional clergy and the temporary
lodging of devotees and initiates* They had a daily service, the
1  LG. m, 172.
2  Dessau 4131; A, D. Nock, Conversion, p. 285.   In G,IL. n, 508
(dated 319) members of the college were present and made the traditie*
Graillot (op. cit. p. 229) remarks that there is no evidence that the qvm-
decimuiri thus supervised any of the other cults introduced in accordance with
the Sibylline books.   (They can have had no concern with Oriental cults
independently introduced at Rome.)
3  F. Cumont, ReSgfons orientale^ p. 58.
4  Cumont* op, dt- p. 224.